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Describe your overall duties/responsibilities 
as a Clinical Research Associate:

My responsibilities are to conduct clinical 
trials from start to finish while working in 
partnership with the medical oncologists 
and clinic staff at numerous hospitals 
throughout the Hawaiian Islands. I dive in 
to the clinic schedules looking for patients 
who may be eligible for a clinical trial — due 
to their disease site, stage of their cancer, 
or treatment history — then approach their 
oncologist to discuss the ins and outs of the 
trial, if they are a good candidate. I educate 
the patient and their family about the study, 
conduct the informed consent process, 
collect trial data and meet with the patient 
during their clinic visits, and ensure that 
required lab work, imaging, and medical 
procedures are completed at specific time 
points. I also order the patient’s drug therapy 
and deliver it to the pharmacy staff before 
the days of their treatments.

Explain the skills/abilities that are required 
for being successful in your role:

Being able to communicate complex ideas 
and medical concepts to persons of various 
educational backgrounds and walks of life 
is key to succeeding in clinical research, 
as you can be talking to patients, families, 
pharmacists, chemo nurses, and oncologists 
all during a single one-hour visit. You 
should also be able to work effectively and 
comfortably as an individual and in a team 

environment, as you’ll be floating in between 
both every day. The technical, nitty-gritty 
knowledge is gained through signing up for 
BME classes that spark your interest and 
through the required engineering classes. I 
found that my soft skills were really polished 
in all of the classes that I took outside of the 
College of Engineering.

What advice would you give to students 
who are considering majoring in Biomedical 
Engineering?

Biomedical engineering is a rapidly growing 
and changing field, which gives you many 
different career paths and opportunities 
outside of traditional engineering. I had 
never considered working in cancer research 
until it came time to apply for jobs, and even 
then, I was only looking for a position that 
would let me use the skills I had gained 
through my engineering degree. Keep your 
mind open during your time at Ohio State, 
make friends with people from different 
majors, and don’t be afraid to work a campus 
job or get involved in those clubs that you’re 
passionate about; the people that you meet 
may join you in a move halfway around  
the world.


